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Thanks a lot for putting my commen-
tary in your “Big Zach Wacker” area of
your Letters Page in MAD #433. That
was really cool, although you spelled
my last name wrong. It's B-O-C-K-A-S,
not B-R-O-K-A-S.

James Bockas, North Ogden, UT

Dear Mr. Blocas — We sincerely apologize for
the error. I won't happen again. —Ed.

| have a dumb wish for the #aée 4
Dt Whak Foandatioe™. Can you make
fun of my last name? People have been
for a long time. My last name is Phillips,
so | get screwdriver, gas station and
electronics jokes. So please pick on me.
Most people suck at it. | want the
masters to pick on me.

Samantha Phillips, Ruffin, NC

Sammy Doodle — Funny, when we think of
the name Phillips we think of Phillips” Milk of
Magnesia. You know, that white, chalky liquid
you chug when you really need to poop, but
you just can‘t? Like when your heart says yes,
but your bowels say no! We hope you're happy
now because from this day forward, whenever
o MAD reader is trying to grunt out a deuce,
the name on their trembling lips will be none
other than Samantha Phillips! Congrats! —Ed.

PUBERTEASE

[ was reading “The 50 Worst Things
About Movies” (MAD #432). When |
got to #44 it said that the Harry Potler
cast would eventually hit puberty and
nobody can stop it. So | looked at
the picture and | saw Hermione during
puberty and | was deeply disturbed.

I think it was the fact that her skirt
was so short, but maybe it was
something else.

Elana Glowatz, New York, NY

Glo Worm — We know exactly what you
mean. But more than Hermione (actress
Emma Watson) hifting puberty, we were dis-
turbed by Macaulay Culkin. Have you seen
that clown lately (Especially in the movie
Party Monster!)? He's a freakin’ freakazoid!
And while
we're at it,
Amanda
Bynes ain’t
looking as
cute as she
used to, either,
You don’t have
to stretch your
imagination too
far to realize
she’s just a few
years away Lo,

from being the
female Gary L*.l

Coleman (Whatchao talkin ‘bout, Ed?). You

know exactly what we're talking about! —Ed.

I recently spent a year in Australia
and rescued this kid-sized version of
a cricket bat from an ignominious
end as a piece of firewood. | rolled up
the proverbial sleeves and stripped,
patched and sanded the bat until it
looked brand new. | was stumped as
to what design to decorate it with, but
Alfred E. Neuman’s grinning idiotic
countenance caught my eye at the
nearest magazine rack and | thought,
now there's a face almost begging to
be hit by a ball. | hope you enjoyed
my woodworking endeavor and now
it's time for me to go get a life,

Chris Thompson, Lexington Park, MD

As they say in the World of Cricket, Chris:
“Bango”! —Ed.




Zombies are nothing to be afraid of.
Especially after you've beaten them 5|lly

W|th their own arms.

EVERYONE : .

. Violence ; s A ¢ vacie :

€0 TED BY M Visit shox.com/ ghoulles and say you found Mike the Mumm
SRS gameXFtudios: ligeniv 4l Munyig

for a chance to win® a bunch of hauntingly great priges,

Welcome to Ghoulhaven Hall, the haunted home of the dastardly
Baron von Ghoul. It's you and Cooper, battling anything the evil Baron
puts in your way. Armed with chairs, pool cues and tables, you'll
smash your way through over 50 rooms, crushing Skeletons, kicki
Ninja Imps, bashing Vampire Chickens and hordes of other dirty
fightin' ghoulies. All the while, trying to avoid being bitten, burnt and .
even mummified. So take a deep breath and get over your fears,
you've got a house to wreck. :

o frscden

wtionet] e may be the tade

o ot T of endny W

It_s.guo& to play together

xbox.com/ghouli




WHERE THERE’S A WOOL,
THERE'S A WAY

| must wonder if in MAD #433 in the
ad for Shear Toilet Tissue (“Cents-Less
Coupons”) that removes unwanted hair,
if the sheep mascot had Scarpie?

Thomas Giesberg, Rosharon, TX

G Spot — Your knowledge of sheep and Scarpie
(for you morons, Scarpie is the usually fatal,
spongiform encephalopathy of sheep that is
caused by a prion and is characterized by fwitch-
ing, infense itching, excessive thirst, emaciation,
weakness and finally, paralysis) is very impres-
sive. Some might say a bit foo impressive. In
fact, some might say it hints at an infimate
knowledge of sheep. Baaango, Tommy! —Ed.

|

Nick Webster
Grand Junction co

OPE

This month’s Envelope is from deep beneath the sea of |
Bikini Bottom. Nick Webster of Grand Junction, CO '

morphed SpongeBob SquarePants characters with MAD’s

own cast of characters. Wish we had thought of that!

o
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BOOK, LINE AND STINKER
New York is Book Country was once again celebrated in September when
tens of thousands flocked to the streets of 5th Avenue in Manhattan. This
despite the fact that MAD men Dick DeBartolo, Peter Kuper, Sam Viviano,
John Ficarra and Drew Friedman were at the MAD booth autographing
the latest issue. In case you missed the fair, it's a pretty good bet
you can buy the signed copies on eBay. Hint to readers: BID LOW!

MAD: THE GRIN REAPER

With reference to “8 Simple Rules for
Writing a MAD Spoof of a Dopey ABC-
TV Sitcom,” please allow me to submit
one more: Rule Number Nine — Pick a
sitcom whose star is old and decrepit.
That way, when he dies suddenly just as
your spoof hits the newsstand, at least it
won't be entirely unexpected! For what
it's worth, | bet Ritter would have loved it!

Steve Haller, Oak Park, Ml

It's got to be tough to keep MAD up
to date with currént fads, but extra sad
when untimely tragedies occur. Your
October issue contains material about
John Ritter and Johnny Cash just days
after their passing. I'm sure they are
sharing their MAD coverage with Tex
and June, respectively and respectfully.

Gene Phillip, Great Falls, VA

9§

Loved your 8 Simple Rules parody in
MAD #434. Best tribute to John Ritter
I've read. He would have loved it!

Henry Finkelstein, Brooklyn, NY

In comedy, timing is everything. What
are the odds that you would mention
both John Ritter and Johnny Cash in the
same issue that hit the stands at the
very time that both of these celebrities
died? A spooky curse? Or mere coinci-
dence? Who knows, but I'm just glad MY
name isn't appearing in your magazine!

David Tiktin, Los Angeles, CA
Rin Tik Tin — Now that we published your

letter, may we gently suggest you get your
affairs in orderl — Ed.

A PAIN IN THE CLASS

I took your April issue to school one
day (it has Alfred wearing nothing but
NASCAR stickers on his body) and
showed it to some kids. BIG mistake!
While | was in Social Studies, | got
called down to the office and they
confiscated the magazine and called
my mom and said “Hello, Mrs. Clover?
We recently confiscated a magazine
from your son that included partial
nudity, bad language and a couple
having sex.” My mom thought | had
snuck a porno magazine to school!
The school said they would either
return the book to the library or my
mom would have to pick it up (they
wouldn't allow that “filth” on the bus).
And as if confiscating it wasn't enough,
they put it in an envelope!

Luke Clover, Hartland, MI

Four Leaf Clover — It's sad fo say, but MAD
has had a long and fortured relationship with
teachers and school administrators who take
it as their personal mission to deprive students
of laughter, social criticism, parody, satire and
garbage. “The young minds aren’t ready for it,"
they say, “Let's keep them in dark. If they begin
to question authority then our sweet liftle
pensioned, fenured, fen-month a year (Plus
Christmas and assorted other holidays!) gig
could crumble. MAD is dangerous, a loose
cannon!” We have a message for all school
administrafors: they can kiss our ever-loving
Bango! Have you had a MAD-related run-in
with a teacher or administrator? Drop us a
line and tell us about it, We'll print the most
horrifying accounts on an upcoming Letters
Page. Send the stories

to:Amy'The Big . ">

Teacher's Pet” c/o Ty NREYE
MAD Magazine, 1700 wh b5
Broadway, New York, NY <N, jf
10019. =y
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Strengthen your Mages, Beserkers and
Knights'in battle across Elibe. Build your
army. Plan your strategy. But trust no one
in Fire Emblem. Only for Game Boy Advance.

4 © 2003 Nintendo/INTELLIGENT SYSTEMS. T, @ and the Game Boy Advance logo.
e ﬂ;ﬁ ademarks of Nintendo. ©2003 Nintendo. www.gameboy.com/fireemblem
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I'm pushing 53 years of age and have
not been able to tell my mother | still
read MAD. Can you break the news to
her gently?

Robert Fletcher, South Lake Tahoe, CA

Sorry, Fleich, but being a long-time old MAD
reader is nof big enough news. But here's
some other news about you that we feel oblig-
ated to pass on fo your poor, beleaguered,
saintly mother: You have an unusual way of
playing with cats. You secretly yearn to be
invited to one of her friends'Tupperware par-
ties, There is no “Canadian girlfriend.” If forced
to choose, you prefer ointment over cream,
salve or balm. You've always thought about
Samantha Phillips when grunting out a deuce!
Thanks for writing! —Ed.

P.S. 1o our readers: if there is an outlandish
request or horribly bad news you want MAD to
ask or fell your parents on the Letters Page,
send it to: MAD Magazine’s BREAKING
NEWS™, c/o Amy "The Big Breaker,” 1700
Broadway, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10019!

This month's Celebrity Snap of Jimmy
Fallon was sent in by David Minerva
of Woodhaven, NY. Jimmy Fallon...
hmmm...Sorry Dave, but with no Tina Fey,
no Bango for you! Thanks for the Snap!

n Really Need
on When...

ANNUAL DISTORT
Cognex CEO Robert Shillman
is a huge fan of MAD, so
he designed this year's annual
report of Cognex to parody
an issue of MAD. Cognex
is a maker of supermarket
scanners and other electronic
“vision” machines. We're
laughing already! Among the
features were “One Day on the
Assembly Line,” “You Know
You Really Need Machine
Vision When..." and "Eye Vs.
Eye.” We have one word
for Cognex investors: SELL!!!!
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LISTEN UP SOLDIER!

GET IN THE GAME WITH THE LATEST AuDIO WEAPONRY

Sound|

R — e’
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The only way to capture the vivid intensity of battle in Call of Duty” is
from the action packed sound of the new Sound Blaster® Audigy® 2 ZS.

Hear the distinct clarity of artillery exploding all
around you from dramatic EAX® ADVANCED HD™

(*_

. BLASTE-R environmental effects in 7.1 surround. Report now
24.h|t to www.soundblaster.com
sownesafP ) Get in the battle — Get Creative.

Sound Blaster” Audigy” 2 ZS Platinum Pro

EZ] s e CREATIVE

552000 Creative Technology Ltdl. Thi Creative logo is a registared tradomark of Craative Technology Lt In the United States and/or other countries, (72000 Activision, Ine. and s affiliates, Publishad and distribiuted by Activision Pubilishing, Ine. Activision is &
registerad tratemark and Call of Duty is a trademark of Activision, Inc:; and its affiliates. All rights reserved, Developed by Infinity Wasd, lnz. This product contains software technology licensed from Id Software (I Technoloay®). |d Tachnology (1939-2000 I
Software; fic, Al brands or product names listed are trademarks of regi i tradumarks and aro property of their respective hilders:
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Have you ever had a dream, readers, that you - |
were so sure was real? What if you were RE I I Y A LL T H AT |
unable to wake from that dream? How would y

you know the difference between the dream
world and the real world? These were all
questions posed by the original Matrix movie,
and, while suffering through the nightmare of
~ The Matrix Reloaded, we got ta thinking about
the eerie parallels between these Ffictional
movies and “real” life as we've come to accept
it. And so we shudder a little as we ask...

Betraying the location of the freedom : S o s e o s e
fighters can lead fo dire consequences. Geraldo was kicked out of Irag.




IN UUR wmw... |

king a red pill gives a person _
a wi*llzl!e ew ,_I_uﬂmak onlife. = > It's the blue pill that does this.

IN THE MATRIX

The Oracle provides information that : . == : Eaglimoammnl bl 0
is confusing and difficult to trust. The Bush Administration handles that..

e

 tempted by a kiss with -
- the luscious Persephone,  Madonna was tempted I:Jy the publlcrh/ that would
R ) B S T come From a kiss with the luscious Britney Spears,



y IN OUR WORLD...
rg =

_IN THE MATRIX...

IS T

-

belief that Neo is “The Dne.” ~Joe Millionaire told that Zora chick she was
e 1 ~ “The One"...but then they broke up.

THE MATRIX...
LAl IN OUR WORLD...

z

i

| Cx
| Completely Fabricated events
| are passed off as real.

ho...er, never mind.




POWER tOOLs

ﬁ@NLINE

Arm yourself with new Artifact Equipment cards in the Magic: The
Gathering® Mirrodin” set. It all goes down in a harsh metal world,
teeming with deadly new creatures and spells. To survive, you'll need
to handle your weapons with skill and fury.

Demo tHe game at
magICtHeGatHeRING.COmM

{ All trédatiunrhe. including thie e 4o sumbols, ons propey. of Wizards of the Coast, Inc IGR003 Wik,




p A SERVING OF DARK MEET DEPT.

Ah, Thanksgiving — Bowl games! Pumpkin pie! Turkey! Uncle Skeet keeping the cops at bay with
an electric carving knife! Well, maybe not everyone has the same memories of the holiday...
However, you'll really have something to be thankful about if you can't relate as...

MAD Readers Fonc”g Remember Their

Favorite Dys{:unctional Family W
Thanksgivi ng Moments

as compi[ec] bH ~NOHN CALTDWEL L |

AND \F UNCLE CLFFORD 15 REL‘Em
\ TIME, WE CAN PUT HIM NEXT O COUSIN RONI.
%S BUT ONUY 1F AUNT DEBRIE 19 THREE CHNRS AWAY
' | FROM BOERY'S “UNCLE" CALVIN. TREN COUSIN HANK

CAN SVT TEN FEET FROM AUNT SHARON....NOW,
FATHER WISNEWSKL 1$ ANOTHER PROBLEM.... /

o

P |
BARRY F

ERTZ
Nepal, FL

“Working on
seating arrange-
ments while
keeping all
the restraining

Lorders in mindij

=l

i 1 P

. P -
& '. Ton il ”_The cute way my big ]
A sister Tonya would try

variseTH wiveLe O Pass off her ‘John’
sump Puddles, GA  as a friend from work_”

AN
! BUDDY RAY “MUD" SPIGGOTT _
Spork County, NC I
“The funny way
Uncle Vernon
would put black
olives on his
fingertips
before pasting
\(iousin Wayne,”J

)

12 ARTIST AND WRITER: JOHN CALDWELL



ENOS R. WHEAT
Rumph Falls, NY
“Cousin Larry
and his
girlfriend using
the meth lab
to reheat

b IEftOVEFS_”
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P 79 -. .
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r‘“"mr
| vou STAY HERE T

TE NCE CORRECTIONS OFFICER
| BACK IN FIVE MINUTES.

:JAC(Dmpanying

Mom on her

yearly “’T‘iugal
E "
Ts‘."ph visit to Dad.

“The annual post-meal
ritual: pumpkin pie
and homemade

porn tapes.”

&R
S
¥ é‘g’
R

cult membEr
COUSI-H Rhonda
said Grace.”

KURT ZERO
Squawad' T

“Mom celebratin
by putting g

out the good .m
malt "quﬂr"’

A_b

SN

TILTON BILGEWATER
Vendors Lake, PA

13




MAD Readers I‘ond]y Remember Their

Favorite Dgsfunctiona| Familg
Thanksgiving

Moments
as compilcd bg

~OHN CALDWEL L

“The way the nice repo
guy always let us watch the
end of the Macy's parade
before hauling off the TV.”

i 4
N WELT z
m\:ash, 1A

EY |
Ze

it

iE;.FQ—_ |

|

| “Granddad using his
s or:lehphone call to I
wish us a H
NS PIGNATANO .
B Helgnts, IL Thanksg iving?f 4

YOUR TURN, RoRRy !
KeEP HER hiovmg /

3,

|

A ' “Aunt Vera’s
/s I\\ annual Pill and )
CHESTER “WAYNE" WORTZINALL Port Wine Bender

Muppet Hills, €A dance marathon.’

/AL .
DARREN BARRON
Saliva, Wi
“Going over
the river and
through the
woods to visits
grandmother’s

halfway house.”
_J




LIVE OR DIE —
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What’s hotter than Half-Life 2? Playing Half-Life 2 on your PC with one of ATI’s
RADEON™ 9800 or RADEON™ 9600 series graphics cards. It's the best* way to experience

Half-Life 2. Nothing is more immersive. Nothing is more intense. Nothing is more real.
Half-Life 2 and RADEON™ are ready. Are you?

HALF . | F E®2 ATI’s latest RADEON™ series — The preferred graphics solution for Half-Life 2.

ﬂ; Raaeoﬁ www.ati.com/getinthegame

Copyright 2003, AT| Technofogias Ing. All rights resarved. ATI and the RADEON are i Inc. DirectX is & ragl 1 trademark of Microsoft C ion in the United States and other countrigs. Image © 2003
Walve Corporation, Al rights reserved, Valve, the Lambda logo, Hallf Life and the Half Life logo are o nl Walua G ion. All other compamy and or product names ane andiar of their respi QWNErs,
*ATs RADEON S800XT 256MB DOR compared with Rvidia Geforce FX5000Ulra 256MB DDR, tzsted an the following system: P4-3.26Hz CPU, IHIETW chipset, Windovs XP Prufessmal with AT| diriver v.7.93 and NVIDLA driver v45.23. Resolitlons; 1600x1200 4348,




; DESCRIPTION FOR DISASTER DEPT.

WPEBZ! SN! No, we're not suddenly: printing jokes in a high frequency that only ogs can under-
stand, We're just listing the totally meaningless “labels” that MTV slaps onto the beginnings of
the videos they play to whip Up some imaginary excitement. “WP™ is for a World Premiere, which
Is:always exciting since it's the first time in history that you get to see a video that will be played
another 200 times in the next week. "BZ" means Buzzworthy, which might have something
to do with bees. And “SN” stands for Spankin’ New, and believe us, we've spanked...uh,
nevermind...! But WP, BZ and SN are only three of the 676 possible 2-letter combinations
in‘the alphabet. If MTV truly valued its viewers above its awn hype, they'd use some of the
other 673 possibilities. But as usual, it's.up to us to do Kurt Loder's dirty work, by listing other. ..

Mariah Carey
Through the Rain®

16

Trina e
No Panties




WRITER: DESMOND DEVLIN

_Loon (feat. P. Diddy) [§
How You Want That [

Pink
Feel Good Time

o

4

! Missy Elliot
(feat. Ludacris)
Gossip Folks




t.A.T.u.

Not Gonna Get' D.‘s
(from th

Movie Awards)

Sean Paul
Get Busy

Ashanti
Rock Wit U

Kelly Clarkson
Miss Independent




People tend to look at you differently
when you stuff a voodoo doll full of laxatives.

Mild Violence

You and Vince, the third best voodoo doll in Madam
Charmaine's shop, are charged with rescuing his maker
from the evil Kesmo the Inscrutable. To get by pit frogs,
imps, Killadillos and more on the exotic streets of New
Orleans, Vince must use his best weapon, himself. See
Vince jump into a blender, stick himself with a pitchfork,
step into a beartrap and over 25 ways in which Vince can
hurt himself, which' means he's really helping himself. it's good to play together

gamadEtudios So don't feel bad for Vince., It's what he does best. xbox.com/vaodesvince

2003 Micrasoft Carporation. Al nghts reserved. Microsolt the Microsoft Games Studio logo, Voodeo Vince, Xbox. and the Xbox logos are either registered trademarks or tiademarks of the Microsoft
Corporation in the United States and or other countries. The ratings icon is a trademark of the Interactive Entertainment Ratings Board. The names of actual products and companies mentioned herein
may be trademarks of their respective owners. A




@ NOTION SICKNESS DEPT. FE PLE A W AN

Lots of bad stuff happening out there. Trouble in : I
Iraq, you can't go near an airplane without Mo

catching some highly contagious respiratory LI

allment and they’re already talking about
making another Cody Banks movie. And we're
guessing you haven't gotten much sleep lately —

no, not because of the world’s problems, but -

because you were so worried that we weren't Thr ; M 1ht H i

going to come up with some... _ a I 4 e -
D

| That facial tic

®  you developed

* after walking in on
your parents having

" sex should go aw

" by the time you're 35.

We just went to war for dubious reasons, the economy’s in the crapper
and our civil liberties are disappearing like a David Copperfield
magic trick — when you think about it, there’s really not much

damage left for George Bush to do over the next 14 months.

Snldie_r. l.auncl} - . Yessir, just as
that missile before soon as [ can
we're all destroyed! sign back on!

...and
Every minute lame - another
comedienne-turned-lame P thing...
activist Janeane Garofalo N
spends bitching about the §
war on MSNBC is one _

— less minute she can
AOL doesn’t spend making another |
have a U.S. crappy movie,
defense contract. o

Sure, you're bummed

that your favorite pro

. wrestler turned evil
L in a surprise move,

L but if the last

b 17,000 times this

happened are any

¢ indication, he's

prohably gonna

= turn good again.

The popularity of
thong underwear
and the return of

ass-baring low-rider




Yeah, the music industry
claims to be really cracking
down on music piracy, ;
but these are the same
business geniuses who
think signing Kelly
' ~ Osbourne to a multi-
1 Lookth like - album contractisa
| you got punk’d, | SEEEFTT T CERERUY R
Hmd\u . guessing your chances
. of still being ableto
illegally download
Coldplay’s latest CD
and getting away with it
are pretty friggin’ good.

Someday soon, prett.y“bo} Ashton Kutcher will make the mistake of
punking Mike Tyson and the cameras will be there to capture Ashton’s
mesh-haseball-cap-wearing ass getting beaten to a bloody pulp.

. Given that
. there are over
three billion
women on the
planet, odds
. are at least
- ONE of them
must think
" completing
" every level of
“Resident Evil”
is sex-worthy.

" Nothing is going to drop
" out of the sky and hit you on the
* head...unless you happen to he walkmg
e umler Michael Jackson’s balcony. =

The roof...

With Celine Dion : b s ) the roof...

performing in =5 wmom T0 l _ y e roof
Las Vegas every Ny o= Y “Y < - _ g _ o is on fire!
TN e SMETDLT i _

next three ¥ _
years, you can 2 = %
now go to any ! N CE lu-_'
other city in the 1 St l!EF AD!"U" FREE!!
world and be R SR DAY

100% assured of Vo ay e i,
not running into

her on the street.

That is, without a doubt, the

WORST pitching I've ever seen

in my life! An armless leper
could throw a better fastball

than you! I'm ashamed to call

you my son! If there is a merci-

ful god, he will strike you down i
this very instant, if not sooner! 288

_ I the bar. s
at Graig Kilborn,
4 then ap arently ;
{ we've ALL gota
Simon Cowell i slloﬁ at getting our
isn't your Dad. i own talk show.




» ANGSTER'S PARADISE DEPT.

Reality
sucks.
It's...

WE CAN HIT
THE DRIVE-IN. T'LL
START FOLDING
GRANDPA INTO /
THE TRUNK/

PUT A SOCK " i
I REALLY N T/ THE COURT
HATE FAMILY ORPERS THAT WE
MOVIE NIGHT. | SPEND QUALITY TIME

TOGETHER ANC
WE’QDE GONMVA

ITOLD YOU :
WE SHOULDN'T B~ '

SUPPOSED TO \:
PAY $9 A HEAD

AND HILARY DUFF
AIN'T TAKING OFF

VIDEO. I KNOW A
G000 STORE
NEARBY.

\THE | BEAINY = OKAY..

WORKS FOR r IN THE CAR, POPCORN?
MATAIR RELODED?) 42/ A 7112 MR vam -0y R ) GRAMPS, Ml CHECK! BIG GuLP
I ALREADY SAW IT. ‘7l :

b cup Fth I?’F.:'?
BO-RING/ T DON'T . GENEEI m?
THINK I CAN DO

IT AGAIN,

OOH, LOOK
AT ALL THAT
LEATHER!, HOW
ABOUT THIS?

G000,
YOU'LL WANT
TO CET LOAPED
BEFORE YOU
SIT THROUGH

RELOADED.
=]

NO, I CAN
TELL JUST BY

L2

ARTIST: BILL WRAY WRITER: ANTHONY BARBIERI




ITOLD YOU
WE SHOULDN'T
HAVE TRIED TO

SNEQK IN/ / SUPPOSED TO et

FRAY $2 A HEAD
AND HILARY DUFF
AIN'T TAKING OFF

NOTHINE':?s

PUT A SOCK
N T/ THE COURT
ORPERS THAT WE
SPENC QUALITY TIME
TOGETHER ANC
WE'FE GONNA

I REALLY
HATE FAMILY
MOVIE NIGHT.

WE CAN HIT
THE DPRIVE-IN. T'LL
START FOLDING
GRANDPA INTO &
THE TRUNK/ 48

FORGET IT!

WE'LL GO RENT A\

VIDEO. I KNOW A
&000 STORE
NEARBY.

MATRIK RELORDED?

I ALREADY SAW IT,
BO-RING/ T DON'T
THINK I CAN DO
IT AGAIN,

OOH, LOOK
AT ALL THAT
LEATHER, HOW
ABOUT THIS?

KEAN
WORKS FOR
ME/

DON'T WANT TO SEE

ME ANOTHER
IT, IT'S MORE $WN &

QUARTER? _

K+% © 380 XIS

W Ad rHE
UNCHOSEN ONE"
HAS COME.

ARTIST: BILL WRAY

SIT THROUGH
RELOADED.

[
TELL YOU WHO

I WAS?
> NO, I CAN i
; TELL JUST BY
LOOKING AT YOu
THAT YOU ARE

WRITER: ANTHONY BARBIERI

QUIT YOUR
GRIPING AND
FOR IN THE
TAPE/

v o
QUITE. YOUR

CAC,
IS THIS AN APULT

BOOKSTORE?R NO, IT'S AN ART

CLASS FOR STUDYING
NUDE ANATOMY,
THE STUDENTS ALL
JUST HAPPEN TO
BE DEGENERATES

r’ OKAY, MAYBE
L I WAS WRONG THE
it FIRST TIME, MAYBE
THERE WAs TOQ
MUCH HYPE. MAYBE
7 [T WAS A GOOP

' 50, CAN
YOU DOWNLOAD

KLINIS L
INTO ME AND
MATRIX NAME AlLL THAT?

5 “ZERO.” A

IN 7RENCH COATSE? P8

CAN I PICK
THE MOVIET

V'vEAH, YOU CaN
PiCK IT. FROM
THOSE OVER

 MATRIX 15, LIKE,
TOTALLY INSIDE
w ALl OF U,

ARE CHANGES
 COMING, NEO,

b

FORGET /T,
KID. YOU CAN'
FIT A HARED PRIVE |
IN AN E7TCH A4
SKETCH.

DANCING? PRENT THE
MACHINES BEARING
. DOWN ON ZION?

b2

| FAMILY ACTION

_ 1 gy prmmpm—wn pryrerre
ACUET . ISR | FRlnk

Aot s | TR

7 |u |

p
— W
7

!

WHAT DO

7 YOU WANT? THERE'S

ALREADY A “PART \
THREE" IN THE CAN.
NOBODY |5 IN
A HURRY HERE.




LAL, 3
IS THIS AN ADULT

. BOOKSTORE?

QUIT YOUR
GRIPING AND
POFP IN THE

P 72 auw‘éoou
, 1
OA/ & HATRIK NAVE |

NO, IT'S AN ART
CLASS FOR STUDYING
NUDE ANATOMY. |
THE STUDENTS ALL
JUST HAPPEN TO
BE PEGENERATES
IN 7TRENCH COATS/

T =

> MATRIX 15, LIKE,
TOTALLY INSIDPE

20, CAN
YOU DOWNLOAL
LIMNIS LI
INTO ME AND
ALL THAT?

FORGET IT,
KID. YOU CAN'T &
FIT A HARD PRIVE |1
IN AN E7CH A
SKETCH.

PcooL” §

CAN I PICK
THE MOVIE?

0 ’
YEAH, YOU CAN
PICK IT, FROM
THOSE OVER /7

THERE. _~

WHY 15 EVERYON
LPANCING? AREN'T THE
MACHINES BEARING
DOWN ON Z10N7?

. - r UE Y
ST (B

LoNE

4 B

WHAT DO 7
YOU WANT? THERE'S

[ ALREADY A “2aRrT

THREE” IN THE CAN.
NOBODY 15 IN
A HURRY HERE,
LATER.




ONI‘E

JOLINGA! T HAD
A PREMONITION
THAT SOMETHING

TERR/BLE WAS

GONNA HAPPEN

7O YOU.

GRANDPAZ YOU'RE
THE KEYMAKER?

r
i

LOOKS LIKE
IT DID. I'M SITTING
HERE TALKING
TO YOU,

0.,, UH..,
WANNA MAKE
OUT AND TOUCH
MY BACK

HOLES?

THOS
AREN'T PO
THEY'RE BOILE.

YES, ZERO, I AWM. AND BECAUSE
YOU ARE “THE UNCHOSEN ONE,”
YOU SEEK THE KEY TO UNLOCK THE
DOOR TO A HAPPY LIFE. BUT THE KEY
15 AN EN/GMA WRAPPED IN A RIDDLE

DIPPED IN MILK CHOCOLATE AND
SPRINKLED WITH PEANUTS. THE KEY LOOKS

A LOT LIKE A TURD BUT IT IS NOT.

THERE 15 NO
KEY FOR YOU,

WHY CAN'T I i
JET HAVE A GOOP
PREFROGRAMMED LIFEZ
THEY CAN POWNLOAD
SOMETHING BETTER
INTO ME EASILY.

/ s

QUIET! I HEAR
SOMETHING/

YUK! THAT
IS THE UGLIEST

PIECE OF ROAD

KILL I'VE EVER
SEEN!

AFRAID
NOT, KID.

T =

FELLAS/ |LET i
I'LL DOWNLOAD

THE MATRIH
I\ JUST DOEGN'T
i LIKE YOU.

YIKES/ ‘
HE'S GONNA g
KILL US!

NO HE'S
NOT — HE'S
JUST GONNA
KL YOU T
TV
T/

i3

cope oN, N\
ME &O AND "/
YOU SOME MV |
CETANGLER! A

—=

PERFECT/

BES/PES,
/T ENJOYS
WATCHING YOU
SUFFER. NOW
GET BACK IV

THERE/
! W

[
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B, CROSSING THE SNICKET LINE DEPT.

Harry Potter may be the biggest thing in publishing right now — but it’s certainly not the smairtest.

Although the series has made tons of money, J.K. Rowling has repeatedly stated that the saga would only
be seven books long, That’s no way to do business! Fellow children’s author Lemony Snicket, however,
knows that the secret to success is to find a formula, stick with it, and above all else, never take any steps
to resolve the plot and kill that golden goose! Just turn this magazine sideways and read on — maybe
then you'll understand what keeps the kids interested (and shelling out their parents’ bucks), all for...

ARTIST: GARY HALLGREN WRITER: DAVE CROATTO

27
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(HAPTER

!f vou're interested in happy
storics, trust me when I say that
you’d be far better off reading some-
thing else. Youd no doubt prefer
one of those Harry Potter books, or
Teen People, or even the back of a
package of Lunchables. Because the
book vou're about to read is not
happy at all. And that’s fine — but
the bigger problem is that it is also
not innovative, clever or particu-
larly entertaining. In fact, it’s
filled with one unfortunate,
repetitive, derivative, tedious,
repetitive twist of fate after
another. Furthermore, even
if you feel the need to read
more than just one of these

paper-thin episodes,
you'd do just as well
by reading the first 10
pages and last 10 pages

4 THE SIMILAR SEQUEL

of the book. The rest is really just an appalling amount of
filler. So, why not stop now and find something less aggra-
vating to busy yourself with — it won’t be hard to do.

You're still reading, aren’t you? Because you're ten books
in and you figure that eventually something is bound to hap-
pen, right? Ha ha! I have you exactly where I want you! The
banana pudding fell sideways into the giraffe’s lap. You read that
too, didn’t you? Keep reading, it’s bound to pay off in a big
way real soon! Sucker!

By now, you know all about the Baudelaires — there’s the
eldest, Violet, who is always inventing things; then there’s
Klaus, the middle child, who is constantly reading things;
and, of course, there’s Sunny, the baby, who is always biting
things. This is not a summary — this is actually the full

 extent of the character development after 10 novels® worth

of stories. You're up to speed!

Often, while laying awake at night, alone and scared, |
wish [ had never begun my investigation of the Baudelaires
— an endeavor that has ruined my life, forcing me to write,
essentially, the same story nearly a dozen times. Of course,
when [ lie awake at night, it is in my mansion, atop my dia-
mond-filled martress, and [ drift into sleep as soon as
think about how this drivel has made me a millionaire
many, many times over — so [ won'’t linger on that particu-
lar problem for too long — and neither should you.

At this point in the Baudelaires’ truly unfortunate lives,
they were in a situation exactly like what they had experi-
enced countless times before. Mr. Poe was about to leave
them with a new guardian.

The Baudelaires, of course, were nervous about meeting
this distant relative/friend of the family/friend of a friend of
a family/disinterested third party (depending on what's eas-
iest for the story — it doesn’'t much matter, they won't be
sticking around long). Actually, “nervous” was a remarkably
well-adjusted state of mind for them to be in — consider-
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% A SERIES OF UNEVENTFUL MISFORTUNES

ing that their parents had burned to death, they themselves
had nearly been murdered on countless occasions, and no
one seemed too bothered by the pattern. Still, they had
butterflies in their stomachs just the same.

“Who will we be living with?” Violer asked.

“Oh, it’s a zany, inept individual who has an odd fear or
obsession that you'll have to abide by, making it impossible
to solve your parents” murder or to keep Count Olaf from
reentering your lives,” Mr. Poe gruffly explained, pausing
to cough into his handkerchief.

“You mean like our Aunt Josephine, who wouldn’t let us
use the stove for any reason?” Klaus asked, rolling his eyes.

“Or *Sir’ at the mill, who wouldn’t let us say a word in his
presence?” Violet asked.

“Or Jerome Squalor, who refused to disagree with any-
thing his evil, shallow wife said?” Klaus asked.

“Well, our last guardian was absurdly cruel and inept,”
Violet pointed out, “so I guess that means this guardian will
be good-natured and inept.”

“Crackers!” Sunny said, which probably meant some-
thing like, “That’s the pattern!”

Sunny, though quite young and capable of only gibberish,
was absolutclf correct — the characters were all pretty
much amorphous — a fancy word in this case meaning
“another example of unimaginative, half-assed character
development on the writer’s part.”

“Why can’t we live with Justice Strauss, the one person
who’s been nice to us and believed us about Count Olaf?”
Klaus asked.

“You can only be adopted by a relative — thar is the
rule,” Mr. Poe wheezed, a thick strand of phlegm dangling
from the corner of his mouth to his ever-present handker-
chief.

“But,” Violet added, “what about the Squalors — they
were just family friends?”
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# THE SIMILAR SEQUEL %

“Well...” Mr. Poe began.

“Or that vile village?” Klaus asked, “We weren't related
to any of those people!”

“Same goes for that miserable mill,” Violet noted.

“Korn!” Sunny said, by which she probably meant, “And
what about when Count Olaf nearly adopted us while he
was posing as a female secretary, even though ‘she’ wasn’t
related to us acall...”

“Please don’t talk to me while I'm driving,” Mr. Poe said,
conveniently cutting off the children as so many other
adults had done when they were asking perfectly reason-
able questions. But it was just as well, since Mr. Poe and the
children had arrived at their destination — the home of the
Baudelaires’ new guardian.

N
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CHAPTER

Three

“Hello,” said the kindly figure who rushed up to greet
them, “I'm Jesse Happy, your new guardian. I just want you
to know that [ believe you about Count Olaf — and I swear
I’ll do everything in my power to keep him from ever com-
ing near you again. We're going to have so much fun togeth-
er, children! We're going to go on picnics and see movies
and laugh at funny jokes...”

The Baudelaires felt that at last they had found a home —
and with it, a guardian with whom they could find safety and
happiness. But, as I've gone nearly four pages without
stating, this is not a happy story — and the Baudelaires’
happiness, no matter how great, was to be ending very soon.

For just as Jesse was about to make colorful balloon ani-
mals for the children, he was crushed beneath the wheels of
a car — meeting the predictably gruesome fate of every
adult who is kind to the Baudelaires.

“Well,” Mr. Poe said, “that’s another guardian you've
managed to louse up. Tell you what, though, we'll see if
this reckless driver is interested in caring for a few wayward
orphans.”

“1 sure wowld be!” was the immediate reply from the
unusual man who stepped out of the car, deliberately crush-
ing the windpipe of a still-squirming Jesse in the process.

% THE SIMILAR SEQUEL

He wore a headband low over his eyebrows and a giant ‘
gaudy anklet that was big enough to hide an incriminating
ankle tattoo. He also wore a white t-shirt that had big black
letters that read, “I am NOT' Count Olaf.”

“Allow me to introduce myself,” he said, scraping bits of
hair and skin off of his fender and pausing only to pry an ear
from his hood ornament, “I'm Count Falo.”

The Baudelaires, of course, saw past his lame disguise
and painfully phony name and realized that, just like clock-
work, their old nemesis Count Olaf had reared his ugly
head yet again.

“Mr. Poe,” Klaus screamed in outrage and surprise, “that
is not ‘Count Falo’ — it is none other than Count Olaf!”

“Nonsense,” Mr. Poe exclaimed, “he is wearing a shirt

* that clearly states he is NOT" Count Olaf! He wouldn’t be

allowed to wear such a garment if it weren't true.”

Of course, everyone knows that that is not the case.
Obviously, just because something is written on a t-shirt,
that does not make it fact. A person wearing a t-shirt that
says “Girls Gone Wild!” does not necessarily work for that
company — even if he does have a camera and swears that
he’ll make you a star. Everybody knows this — except per-
haps for my poor, departed, flash-happy paramour, Beatrice.
And, unfortunately for the Baudelaires, Mr. Poe was equal-
ly obtuse — a word which here means “super-retarded.”

But I'm getting off on a tangent — a word that here
means, “a bit of unrelated nonsense used to stretch out a
flimsy story.” So, Count Olaf had already re-emerged —
and the Baudelaires could immediately see through his dis-
guise, but would be unable to convince Mr. Poe — or any-
one else — until the end of the story. Meaning that there
were now 100 mind-numbing pages before every other
dense character realized what you, young reader, deduced
on page 21. Enjoy!

“Seriously, Mr. Poe,” Violet said, “he’s Count Olaf...come




7 A SERIES OF UNEVENTFUL MISFORTUNES

on...don’t be such a jackass about this!”

“Rozzer!” Sunny said, which probably meant something
along the lines of, “For Christ’s sake! How many times do
we have to go through this exact same scenario! Even I'm
starting to get tired of this — and I have no short-term
memory whatsoever!”

Turning to face the Baudelaires once more, Mr. Poe said,
“Now calm down children — the only other time I've seen
you this worked up was right before all those times when [
left you in the custody of semeone who turned our to be
Count Olaf!”

“You'll have to forgive the children, Count Falo —
they’re just upset because Count Olaf always turns up and
tries to murder them and every adult they get close to. You
know how cranky and suspicious children can get when
they have the constant threat of homicide hanging over
their heads!”

“It’s no problem at all,” “Count Falo” said with a smile,
“I've tried to kill them so many times, I've nearly lost
count!”

“Are you even listening to what he's saying right now?!?”
Violet screamed.

“Violet,” Mr. Poe said, turning away from “Count Falo”
to address the eldest Baudelaire, “it’s not polite to yell —
and please stop kicking me in the groin while you're at it!”

As Mr. Poe was scolding Violet, behind him, “Count
Falo™ was holding Sunny by her ankles and using her to
beat Klaus about the face and neck, bloodying both in the
Process.

“But Mr. Poe, if you'll just turn your head 90 degrees,
you'll see that phony ‘Count Falo’ is abusing both my
brother and sister right this very minute!”

“Violet, please, it’s not polite for children to ask adults to
turn their heads. And Klaus, stop that screaming and begging
for mercy! Why can’t you children behave yourselves?!?”

% THE SIMILAR SEQUEL %

Oftentimes, adults will not believe children. Maybe it’s
because they’re smaller and sometimes prone to exaggera-
tion. Or maybe it’s because adults don't like to think that
children know more than they do about certain things. Or,
most often, an adult won'’t listen to a child simply because
stubborn adults are an excellent cover for sloppy, inconsis-
tent writers,

“Oh, heavens!” Mr. Poe exclaimed, finally looking at
Klaus and Sunny, just after Count Falo had finally grown
tired of beating them up and had kicked Sunny, soft-spot-
first, directly into Klaus”solar plexus. “Your brother and sis-
ter have somehow managed to get blood all over their
clothes and faces! You children are behaving most peculiar-
ly today!”

“Yes, but...” Klaus said woozily, feeling several broken
1ibs tloating around his midsection.

“No ‘buts,” Mr. Poe said, “I'm late for a very important
appointment. You're in excellent hands — Count Falo is
practically family. Good day.”




“What 1 don’t understand,” Violet said, turn-
ing to her brother, “is how Count Olaf’s plan
even makes any sense now. Ever since he first tried
to steal our inheritance, he's definitely not included in
our parents’ will — and simply being related to us cer-

tainly doesn’t entitle him to anything. Plus, after all the ter-
rible, illegal things that he’s done, he’s a wanted criminal.
There’s no way that a man wanted for several murders would
be awarded any part of our fortune.”

“That’s troubled me too,” said Klaus.

“Klaus,” Violer asked suddenly, “do you remember that
time when we were all going to go on a picnic, but it ended
up raining?”

“Yes,” Klaus said, wistfully remembering one of the
many happy days he shared with his family before his par-
ents were killed in that horrible fire and the Baudelaires
were forced to endure one miscrable experience after
another. “It was far too stormy to go outside, but we had a
picnic right on the living room rug.”

“Dropsy!” Sunny chirped in — which meant something
along the lines of, “Yes, | too remember all the fun we used
to have with our parents! Good times!”

As the Baudelaires lay in their beds, they thought of their
parents futilely clawing the walls and screaming in agony as
the flames melted the flesh right off their charred bones.

“Oh well, enough reminiscing. It’s silly to dwell on the
past,” Violet concluded, ending this adventure’s obligatory
recollection of their parents.
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“We're trapped!” Klaus shouted.

“I don’t know how we’ll ever get out
of this spot!” Violet exclaimed.

The spot she was speaking of, of
course, was page 121 — roughly the
same spot where the Baudelaires pet
“hopelessly” trapped in every single
one of their adventures.

“Unless...” Klaus said, indicating a break-

through that readers are not supposed to be
able to predict.

“I seem to remember reading a book on
‘convenient plot solutions.” | think that bit
of information 1've recalled, combined

with Sunny biting something into pieces

with her two sharp teeth and you invent-
5 1 . ing something clever at the last minute,
o should be just what we need to get out
: e of this jam and make one last, unevent-
tul attempt to capture Count Olaf. Good
thing [ read that book!”

And withourt a trace of familiarity for the

situation, Violet took a ribbon our of her
pocket and ried her hair up, as she always did
when she needed to invent something that
would miraculously save them.

“What are you inventing, Violet?”
Klaus asked, purely for tradition’s sake.

% 121%
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4 A SERIES OF UNEVENTFUL MISFORTUNES

“Snide!” Sunny said, which meant something along the
line of, “She’s inventing a ‘plot device.” She’s going to take
the few ‘random,’ seemingly unrelated objects in her direct
vicinity and create an invention at the very last second that
perfectly suits the obstacle at hand! Stuck in a runaway
elevator? She'll invent an ‘elevator-stopper’! About to be
trampled by rampaging elephants? She’ll invent an ‘ele-
phant-disperser’! God! This nonsense makes MacGyver
look Shakespearcan!”

Within a few minutes, Violet had taken two lollipops,
the “XYZ” volume of the 1977 World Book and an old
shower cap and made an invention thar perfectly solved
their conundrum — a word that in this case means
“imbroglio.”

If this were a happy story, it would have a happy ending —
and the villain would be captured, while the heroes would be
left cheerful, and perhaps enjoving a chocolate sundae
(unless they were lactose intolerant, in which case, a non-
dairy treat could be casily substituted).

And if you're still expecting a happy ending, you're clear-
ly some sort of moron — although it HAS been nearly four
pages since | last stressed that this is NOT a craditional
happy story.

Anyway, as those of you who read the previous sentence
may remember, this story does NO'I” have a happy ending.
It will, however, have an abrupt, unsatisfactory and well-
worn ending. Happy endings are unrealistic and boring and
predictable. In contrast, unhappy endings are dark and
edgy and unexpected! Even with plenty of previous warn-
ings. In book after book. After book.

“Count Olaf is getting away!” Violet said.
“We’ll have to stop him then!” the orphans shouted, some-
how conveniently finding the courage to face Count Olaf that
had eluded them for the previous 138 pages.
“Oh, heavens no!” Mr. Poe said, hacking into a brown, drip-

~ ping handkerchief. “I can’t allow you to be endangered by pur-

suing that criminal. | am charged with your well-being. Let the
police apprehend him...”
~ “But Count Olaf is right zhere!” Klaus said.

“He’s ordering a drink at that coffee shop!™ Violet yelled. “Now
he’s going into the theater to watch 7he Return of the King — he’ll
be there for the next three and a half hours!”

“No, no,” Mr. Poe said, as he expelled a large bloody mass
into his handkerchief, “better that we stay put. The police will
handle it — we’ll give them a call first thing tomorrow.”

“The police are useless idiots!” Klaus screamed. “If they
really want to catch Count Olaf, why don’t they just stay with
us and wait for Olaf to turn up and harass us like he does every
single freakin’ time!?!”

“Seriously,” Violet shouted, “what kind of cops can’t find a
lanky, sinister man accompanied by a half-dozen cohorts who
have hook-hands, incredibly pale skin and other immediately
identifiable and freakish traits?!? These aren’t people who just
blend into a crowd!”

“Poiuyt!” Sunny said, sinking both of her large pointy teeth
directly into Mr. Poe’s Achilles’ tendon. If Mr. Poe weren't in such
pain, he might have realized that whar she said meant something
like, “And if you're so friggin’ concerned with our safety, why do
you put us with one horrible, unfit guardian after another?!?”




CHAPTER

Thlrtccnr"

“If only we could find a way to figure

out what our friends, the Quagmire triplets,

discovered about our problems,” Violet said,

frustrated. “What's V.ED. stand for? And

why was there a secret passageway under-

neath our old, burned home? And is one of
our parents still alive?

“Oh, it’s no use,” she said, letting her
hair fall across her face and giving up on
the thought process, “we could never

duplicate their research! We're only the

threc smartest grade-schoolers in the world

— we could never find the same facts about

our own family that two total strangers were able
to discover after a whole afternoon in the library!”

“Well, it’s not all bad,” Klaus said, finding the same
bright side that the orphans always found after another
nearly-deadly and pointless adventure. “We're still togeth-
er, and we did manage to defeat Count Olaf once again!”

“Potrzebie!” Sunny shrieked — which in this case meant
something along the lines of, “and we're also no further
along in this story than when we started, morons!”

At this point, I'll simply end the story and attempt to make
up for another flat and disappointing conclusion by going
directly to my note to the editor, vaguely hinting at the possi-
bility of plot development in the next unfulfilling and formu-
laic installment. I'd explain what *“formulaic” means — but
I've already met my word count. See you next time, suckers!

To My Kind Editor,

I am writing to yYou from the humongous whirl-
pool bathtub of my Ttalian penthouse. Oh..that
is te say I‘'m writing to you from.oh, let's
say, "“The Dangerous Dam”. -0r "The Treacherous
Trolley, " or “The Hectic Halfway-House, ” or
whatever — just pick something Vaguely sinister
and alliterative and Tr11 plug it into the
standard template.

Anyway, for the sake of this letter, let's say
that T'm visiting the home of the Baudelaires!
'mean and idicsyncratie guardian” and I;m-logking
for anything that would shed some llght on the
time that the Baudelaires spent there. :

Please go to Eli’‘s Bagels on Route 34 at 3 P.M,
next Wednesday and order & pumpernickel bagel
with vegetable cream cheese, It will not help
you at all in piecing together this story, but
1t’s delicious, and it's well worth the effort
Afterwards, visit the nearby Strathmore Cinema
and buy a ghild:eg'g ticket to Q;gl; SiE Ay
‘Ehe first seat on your right — beneath it, wyou
will find an envelope, I guarantee you will :
have plenty of brivdcy to read its contents.,
Inside, you will find my notes, as well as a
Eooth from the silent sloth, a coaster from the
Tavern on the Scream Bar & Grill and a sketch
of Carmen Electra that I'm partlcularly proud

«@f. On second thought, 1711 Just send 2 messen-
ger over with it after I'm done with this
afterncen's deep tissue massage Ciao!

Remember, you are my only hope to keep this

Sweet, sweet money-maker going by publishing a

yearly edition of this endless Saga. Don't screw
it up for both of us. o

With all due raspect,

Lemony Snicket
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practice. Needless to say, the economic downburn means less money for federally and state funded educational programs,
so you'd better be on the lookout, BunkKy, for these...
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‘Hool. IS

s

" et Biology
Instead of dissecking Erogs, your ; |

! te:cheer now must take a vobe to determlPe (

™ ihich sbudent will be “missed the least” +

e e
,. }l:fith no mone:y for new instruments, music class
as devolved into a series of giddy armpit farts

and operatic belching contests
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acK of old Ricky Martin tapes.
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With no funds available for a costume, your team
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YoUR SCHool IS

That huge *ﬁe;z Kid" who Keeps stealing
our lunch money looks an awful lob
like the school superintendent.

Kids in detention are tasked with

reconstitubing chalk from used erasers.

Students normally remmis
mally reprimand e
ed for smoking 1
on

school groun di
Keen interest in "reduciig I:;:tssesdsf: "thEir




GOTHAM CITY HAS A

ta conquer.

Sin Tzu
designed by
comies legend
Jim Leg

UESIENED BY COM i J'J\. LEE

Sin Tzu, cunning mﬁr ILI oy Ili martial arts, makes
histary as the first Batman © aracter to debutin a \ridnqmn

RISE O%QI'N I’TZU"“

2-PLAYER COOPERATIVE BAMEPLAY; & PLAYABLE CHARACTERE: Play m

Play solo or recruit 8 friend to defemd Batman, Rebin, Batgil, or Nightwing,

mm’fmthl new I‘II'.!“. — i DISGOVER THE DRIGIN BF BN TZ0 aT:
- GAME STORY BY FLINT DILLE BATMANRISEOFSINTZLILE

TEEN

& , K xeox @

. PlayStation.2

ESHE

2003 L Saft Emartainmant. All Rights Risdrvdd. L Soltand tha Ui SGII 100 dra Lol Ui Soft £ I the LS antfor othier countrigs. TM, 09, Gars Boy Advance, and e Nintendo GameGutw logi are

Hadespacks of Mintando, "FliyStation” and the "PS" Fandly oo e walst of oy I E e th Xhew and e X Logos are either registersd frademarks or tagemarks of Microsof
G paeation i the LS and/oc i ather conntties and an used under lgense from Micrasol,

DL Baitfet frepen, BATRAN el all rerhatieed Chanaeters and ahimants ane imdemnarks of dnd O DG Gomins.
WERIE OGO ™8 00 Wbt B, Enlertinmient |ne
(i}




' e e i e B |

i

I
you still using
5 "What’s your
vu had a great

| ),

| | | | : | 1 1
body, would you hold it against me?! Ifj so then it's time |
to say goodbye to 1975 and hello to|the brave, new 21 -
Century World of Dating with this fresh|batch of MAD's...
5] |
. {

Either my
BlackBerry Pager
is set on “vibrate”

or I'm excited to

GERYEREAED @0
[POSTERSIEORICOSERS

the bombing of

SINCER1096 ]9 . g meet you!
i done it on Baghdad, because '
a Segway 8 all night long |
G scooter? inspire shock

and awe!

character has
a Ferrari and a
beach house
in Malibu!

Your name
must be "SARS" — §
‘cause you take
my breath away

and make me
all woozy! &

but | actually
benefitted from

one of Bush's
tax cuts!

7 They got
Uday and Qusay, |
but I'm the
third brother —
“Whaddaya

“Dick Cheney” —
‘cause you're making
my heart skip

=z

Tl

// A

.......



you still using
5 “What’s your
bu had a great
body, would you hold it against me??' Ifj so} then it's time
to say goodbye to 1975 and hello tolthe brave, new 21
Century World of Dating with this fresh|batch of MAD's...

ARTIST: TOM BUNK
| | WRITER: MIKE SNIDER

Koomest |

L P

& (=]
" HAPPY HOUR

; BY , ¢
_APPOINTMENT |

says I'm afraid of
sexual intimacy. Want
to help prove him

Either my
BlackBerry Pager
is set on “vibrate”
or I'm excited to
meet you!

Wanna come
back to my place
and talk dirty

the bombing of

done it on | Baghdad, because d talk dir |
a Segway all night long | :
G scooter? inspire shock

and awe!

in your eyes —
or is that just
Monkey Pox?

Want to prevent

Lyme Disease? Let's
get naked and check
each other for
deer ticks!

Wanna come
up to my place

character has
a Ferrari and a

beach house 3 and review
in Malibu! SPLI\ Homeland Security
Your name W pamphlets?

must be “"SARS" —
‘cause you take
my breath away
and make me
all woozy! &/

but | actually
benefitted from

one of Bush's
tax cuts!

I'm hiding a
weapon of mass
destruction —
in my pants!

7 They got
Uday and Qusay,

Unlike the

but I'm the Fed, my interest Sosa’s cork
S third brother — rate for you supplier!
“D‘ich ChEI‘ley" _— “Whaddava

is rising!
‘cause you're making _
my heart skip

e



gy @] \v

ICK-U

@

Q
HAPPY HOUR

ARTIST: TOM BUNK
WRITER: MIKE SNIDER

e |
‘APPOINTMENT | ° b et 1|
i - .
= il il  Rooms |
r. Phi Sy . . » . -
| says I’'m afraid of A . o
: sexual intimacy. Want b (s
= to help prove him @ 2

Wanna come

back to my place
and talk dirty
in Elvish?

burning passion

in your eyes —
or is that just

Monkey Pox?

Want to prevent
Lyme Disease? Let's
get naked and check
each other for
deer ticks!

Wanna come
up to my place

and review

Homeland Security
3 pamphlets?

I'm hiding a
weapon of mass
destruction —
in my pants!

Unlike the
Fed, my interest
rate for you
is rising!

Sosa’s cork
supplier!




1 NOISE WILL BE NOISE DEPT.
I¥'s been a while since sound effects for video games merely consisted of a few variations
of beeps. Today, game technology provides us with rich, hi-fidelity, polyphonic, layered,
multi-tonal aud);o experiences. We now know how it sounds when a zombie’s head
explodes. .. but hey, isn't that the same sound as when you accidentally step in the Sara Lee
fudge cake you left next to the sofa? How many other times have you heard a sound from

your video game and felt you've heard it somewhere before? So many times that we've
collected them in...
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wthe spifuling screams of despair ...the spiraling screams of despair as yoﬁr i
as Indiana Jones tosses Nazis off mom sees how far your grades have fallen |
a crumbling bridge! since you became a videogame fanatic!

e o ST r

...0 brain-rattling tackle in “Madden NFL”!

...the sound of a “Turok Evolution”
dinosaur munching his latest unlucky victim!
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I¥s been @ while since sound effects for video games merely consisted of a few variations
of beeps. Today, game technology provides us with rich, hi-fidelity, polyphonic, layered,
multi-tonal aucﬁo experiences. We now know how it sounds when a zombie’s head
explodes...but hey, isn't that the same sound as when you accidentally step in the Sara Lee
fudge cake you left next fo the sofa? How many other fimes have you heard a sound from
your video game and felf you've heard it somewhere before? So many times that we've
collected them in...

| : T . ' | ..Aunt Granny getting her brain rattle
e Tt 7 e i 0 after tripping over all your stupid game
.« brain-rattling tackle in “Madden NFL"! cbles sprawled across the floor!

; x ...your woeful realization that,
-..Homer's woeful redlization he'l never ~ | thanks to living the gamer's lifestyle,
lll:l‘lle:l!-l'hﬂl double whammy ollie in I' you've officially become the fat comic book '
Simpsons Skateboarding”! ; guy from The Simpsons! =

-

: l ~ wthe sound of your carpal-tunneled ? o %

/ 7 il L U | _1hie-sownid of o “Tersk Euiltian” fingers, thanks to those stupid - g “ Wy T 23 =3 4

...the spiraling screams of despair ...the spiraling screams of despair as your | dinosaur munching his latest unlucky victim! overly-complicated controllers! e — == ...the sound of your sphincter clenchin

as Indiana Jones tosses Nazis off mom sees how far your grades have fallen | Eg -.the sound of squeezing a few rounds | -Eii? after 49 straight hours of gumepla )
a crumbling bridge! since you became a videogume fanatic! out of your “Quake” plasma rifle! without a bathroom b?euklp d
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AMERLéA

AN URGENT WARNING FOR
ALL INTERNET USERS FROM AOL

The WormPlaster v.32 is the latest threat sweeping computers worldwide and beyond! It can

i find its way into your computer when you download an infected file, open an infected e-mail, or
— unknowingly click the “yes” button on the pop-up ad that says: “Install WormPlaster Virus Now.”

Often, as it migrates from computer to computer, the virus changes its name to a file that any unsuspecting person would
normally open, such as “Hi from mom,” “You're invited to a party” or “Madonna and Britney go to second base — exclusive pix.”

The WormPlaster v.32 exploits a flaw in Windows NT 4.0, Windows 2000, Windows XP, Windows 98 and Windows 95.
In addition, it is such a powerful virus it has already sabotaged Windows 2008 and Windows 2010, even though not one line
of code has been written yet for either one of those operating systems. It’s even infected certain bottles of Windex!

As of today, the WormPlaster v.32 has infected over a million computers, according to industry watchdog
PWCICOAOPWC (People With Computers In Charge Of Alarming Other People With Computers).

personal information, it reports your
car as stolen to the police. If you don’t
own a car, it buys one in your name,
and then reports it as stolen!

ACCORDING TO THE PWCICOAOPWC ALERT, THIS IS WHAT THE VIRUS CAN DO:

2. Gives usually helpful icon “Clippit”
a determined, belligerent attitude.

! ¥ erT R WELE A FIRG & REGHTRY

FOR GUESTS
find a

Welcome to Your
Bridal Registry

—

—

n\\'l; yognuiied.

3. Falsely lists you in the bridal registry at
Bloomingdale’s, Marshall Field’s, Neiman
Marcus and Hammacher Schlemmer. It
then creates and sends out wedding invita-
tions to everyone in your address book.

4, Selects “Buy Now” option for any and
all Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star
merchandise for sale on eBay.

5. Attacks Microsoft Word documents and
puts the “i” before the “e” in words
where it shouldn’t, like “receive.”

6. Automatically sets your homepage to
www.naked&ninety.com.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO PROTECT YOURSELF FROM WORMPLASTER V.32?

1. Since hackers try to make infected email look like it’s from a friend or family member, DO NOT open any e-mail that appears
to be from those people. Only open email from “CyberStryker” or “Jgsmvlgitfsg” or someone else you’ve never heard of before.

2. Do not download any attachments that look suspicious.

3. Do not download any attachments that DON’T look suspicious. They're an even bigger risk!

4. Shut off your modem and disconnect your broadband connection when you use your computer. When you turn on your modem
and reconnect your broadband connection, it is essential that you shut off the computer! Never have both on at the same time!

5. You can protect yourself against the WormPlaster v.32 by downloading patch 8765-CGW-765 from the Microsoft
website. However, since we have been advising you against downloading anything, we suggest you call Tech Support,
copy down the code for the patch and type it in yourself. The patch requires 12,876 lines of code, so have a pencil,
sharpener and plenty of paper handy when you call!

A MAD PUBLIC DISSERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

OTOLUVEIA ¥21d “HILIYM
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When | said the only
way |'d sit thraugh The Matrix
Relpaded again was if someone put
a gun to my head, | didn't
mean it literally!

(h, no —
Fishburne's doing his

“Bill and Ted" impression

for Keanu again!
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When | said the only
way |'d sit thraugh The Matrix
Kelpaded again was if someone put
a gun to my head, | didn't
mean it literallyl

Fishburne's dumg his
“Bill and Ted” impression
for Keanu again!

Keanu, will you
please stop trying to
pull the old “drop your
change so you can |ook
up Monica Bellucei's
skirt” trick?!

Every time | pull
up on these contrals,
they totally crush
my ‘nads!

Hmmm...throngs of
heartless white men dressed
in fancy suits — is it time for

the Republican National

Gonvention already?/

Mr. Andersaon, | do

also like pifia coladas

W and making love at
: n*ndmght'

Man, | hate this
new Segway design!

Let's settle this once
and for all! Rock, paper,
scissors — loser has to tell
that bloated lardass Fishburne
to lay off the pudding at the
craft service table!

|




Keanu, will you o
please stop trying to
pull the old “drop your
change so you can look
up Monica Bellucei's
skirt” trick?!

Every time | pull
up on these controls,
they totally crush
my nads!

Hmmm...throngs of
heartless white men dressed
in fancy suits — is it time for

the Republican National

Convention already?/

|
1
Why yes, é
Mr. Anderson, | do
also like pifia coladas
and making love at
midnight!

Man, | hate this
new Segway design! 8

Let's settle this once
and for alll Rock, paper,
scissors — loser has to tell
that bloated lardass Fishburne
to lay off the pudding at the
craft service table!




4D | ====|il

You've wan this
round, but I'll catch you yet,
Kool-Aid Man!

: Okay. I'll be
Kirsten Dunst and you
be Spider-Man — now

kiss me!

First the Oracle
lied to me about being
“The One.” and now she

tells me | won't need
an umbrellal

Since Agent Smith's clones
are technically each separate characters,
I'm getting paid the Screen Actor's Guild
minimum for every single one

of them! Ah-ha-ha-ha!




@ SHEET HAPPENS DEPT.

For centuries, the Japanese have been practicing the fine art of Origami — ever since the fateful day when the great
- scholar Sun Le-Tsao put his used gum in its wrapper and inadvertently created a perfect miniature of the Nanzenji
Temple. (Although some historians complain that the temple’s northernmost steeple was poorly rendered.)

However, for nearly as long as there has been Origami, there has been the lesser-known paper-based art of Norigami.
Picking up where Origami leaves off, it is the "yin” to Origami’s “yang.”

Through its subtle, ancient practices, you can take a beautifully-crafted sculpture — a swan, a crane, even a wren! —
and fashion it into a sublime, yet functional work of art.

the ANCIENT
JAPANESE ART
or PAPER
UNFOLDING

THE CRANE: Examine the crane in full figure — this is the

| starting point of Norigami. It is the blank canvas
from which your Norigamic project will be born.
v

Push the head and tail up

slightly and then take hold

of the two wings. Push o
them gently toward the

center to fold in the body.

Suck through the hole at )
the bottom — stop once

the body is fully deflated. (
Then, flatten the wings

with a pencil (NEVER use

a pen — that’s just begging

for trouble).

W\

You are now left with the
bird base, the foundation of
all Norigami. From here, it's
simply a matter of unfolding
along the remaining creases
to render. .

Next, manipulate the head.
Unfold the two creases
shown, taking the points
down between the wings.

A beautiful, hand-crafted paper square — suitable for writ-
ing phone messages, grocery lists or tic-tac-toe grids. And

ideal for creating new Origami projects — behold the circle
of life. (Are you truly beholding it? Many say they are, but
are only just staring at it.)

e e L

WRITER: DANNO SULLIVAN 57




I--), SNIDE AND PREJUDICE DEPT.
24’s David Palmer is clearly a fictional president. He’s got charisma,

integrity, ideals — and, oh yeah, he’s black. Didn’t notice? Well,
don't feel too bad, none of the characters on the show seem to have

picked up on it either! Whether this glaring oversight is a concession
to political correctness or just lazy writing is impossible to say, but

one thing’s for sure: the show would be drastically different...

REALLY DEPICTED
What Life Would Be Like For

AMERICAS FIRST
BLACK

For the last time,
stop referring to my
economic program as
“bling bling"!

I'll take your
question now

Mr. President,

| believe that your
health care proposal
is short-sighted and,
by the way, some of
my best friends
»  are black!

ARTIST: TIMOTHY SHAMEY WRITER: MIKE MIKULA




" And just where
do you think you're
speedin’ off to, boy,
running all those red
li- oh, Mr. President!

I, er, didn't quite
recognize you!

Sir, you're
the last best chance
to help this poor
brother out.

I don’t think you
really need a “roadmap for
peace” — just stop releasing
mix tapes where you call
each other “faggot.”

L~ As you can see, “' That's right,
Mr. President, our tanks which in this case,

is a Russian-made
T-38 tank. And the

esulting explosio

have the capacity to “bust”
a 88-millimeter “cap” into
the opposing forces’
“domepiece”!
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WHAT HAS TURNED HERE WE GO WITH ANOTHER RIDICULOUS

MAD FOLD-IN

OUT TO BE THIS
y Every once in a while a work of fiction rises like a phoenix and casts a
YEAH S BIGGEST spell over all who encounter it. And so it was this year. One piece soared
WORK OF FICTION? above all others and took people’s breath away with its creativity and

fancy. To find out what this stunning work of fiction is, fold page in as shown. FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS!

A3 FOLD PAGE OVER LEFT <77 FOLD BACK SO THAT “A" MEETS "B"

pr RN |||
BUSINESS IN FICTION IS NOW TERRIFIC. A MONTH'S
WORTH OF EFFORT CAN PAY OFF WITH
STARTLING DIVIDENDS. AUDIENCES LOVE A TASTE OF
THE UNUSUAL THAT FICTION PROVIDES. THIS SENSATION
ADDS SPECIAL POWER TO WHOEVER TRIES TO IMPRESS
US WITH THE BENEFITS OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE

> ARTIST AND WRITER: AL JAFFEE B |




WHAT HAS TURNED
OUT TO BE THIS
YEAR'S BIGGEST -
WORK OF FICTION?

FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS!

FOLD BACK SO THAT “A" MEETS “B"

BUSH’S

STATE OF
THE UNION
ADDRESS

A B
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aViewtifulldoe is way cool®
Doenitimiss out on this
awesomelexperience.”

““Flectronic Gaming Monthly,

AN AVERAGE JOE CAUGHT UP IN A CRAZY STUNT-FILLED ACTION

MOVIE WORLD. WITH THE AID OF HIS HERO, CAPTAIN BLUE, JOE

IS GRANTED POWERS WHICH TURN HIM INTO VIEWTIFUL JOE, THE .

MOST STYLISH SUPERHERDO TO GRACE THE SILVER SCREEN. 1 \ |
g !

‘\
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